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I hope everyone has had a good and healthy year so far. Labor Day is about here
and that means that we are about to the end of summer. It always seems like
every summer one takes a vacation to rest and relax but we come home more
tired than when we left. This year was no different for me, but it was fun while it
lasted.
Well, the fuel prices are dropping which is good news for all of us. But the
interest rates are climbing fast. This will definitely slow up the housing market
somewhat, but will it end up helping ease the supply chain and the labor market.
I guess we will find out. The agriculture work still seems to be plentiful with what
looks like to be at least average crop yields in my area and above average crop
prices.
By the time you have read this, the rescheduled field day at Lima should have
been completed. Thanks to Steve Gerten who headed up the field day. Also,
thanks to all the associate members who donated equipment and materials and
to the members who donated their time and equipment to be able to make this
field day happen. Don’t forget that we have the Farm Science field day coming
up towards the end of September. Let Amy or Steve know if you can help. All
help will be appreciated.
Also, thanks to all from OLICA that attended the National LICA Summer Meeting
in Missouri. I was unable to attend due to a previous commitment. Sounds like it
was a good time. And it is not too early to start thinking about our OLICA
convention in January or the National convention in Las Vegas next March. If you
have any interesting topics or know of any speakers that would speak at our
OLICA convention, let Pat McConnell know. She is always looking for more
speakers. The National office is having a membership drive during the month of
September with some incentives for us to recruit new members. Amy will have
all the details.
Thanks, and as always, be safe,
Dave Schwieterman, OLICA President

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NOTES
2022 FARM SCIENCE REVIEW FIELD DAY

2023 NATIONAL LICA WINTER CONVENTION

This year’s Farm Science Review Field Day will be held
in conjunction with The Ohio State University’s Farm
Science Review. The date’s for this year’s show and
field day are September 20-22, 2022. This show and
field day are held at the Molly Caren Ag Center,
London, OH. This year we will be installing
approximately 40,000 feet of 4” tile. As always we are
grateful for the assistance we receive, not only from
our Associate Members but from our Volunteer
Contractor Members as well. We are in need of
volunteers to help out at the field day. If you are able
to help with this project please RSVP by email to
ohiolica@gmail.com or text or call Steve Gerten at
419.235.1883. We cannot have a successful field day
without YOU. Any and all help is greatly appreciated.

The 2023 National LICA Winter Convention will be held
March 11-13, 2023 (prior to CONEXPO) at Harrah’s
Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas. Through LICA’s
partnership, LICA members and friends get a significant
discount on entry to North America’s largest
Construction Trade Show. The registration link for
CONEXPO is on the National website under “EVENTS”
and “CONEXPO CON/AGG”, so if you plan on attending
CONEXPO, register today to received the following
discounted pricing:
Entrance Fees
• Register by 10/28/2022—Badge Fee: $99
• Register by 1/6/2023—Badge Fee: $124
• Register by 3/13/2023—Badge Fee: $149
• Register by 3/18/2023—Badge Fee : $175
Education Discounts
• All Access Pass PLUS: $530 ($100 off)
• All Access Pass: $355 ($75 off)
• 4 Session Pass: $179 ($20 off)
• Single Session: $69 ($10 off)
• On Demand Only: $250 ($45 off)
Due to the rules of the CONEXPO site the discount will
not show until you get to the review and check out
page. So, the prices you see will show regular
attendee pricing and the correct price will show in your
cart. You will be creating an account for CONEXPO and
are able to “skip registering for hotel and/or education
sessions. You can login at a later date to pick your
options. For the National LICA Winter Convention at
Harrah’s, there will be a separate link to the LICA room
block with a room rate of $160/night (plus taxes &
fees). Harrah’s reservations will be available soon.

2023 OLICA ANNUAL WINTER MEETING
Plans are being finalized for our 2023 OLICA Annual
Meeting, which will be held January 3-5, 2023 at the
Embassy Suites, Dublin, OH. We encourage all
members to attend the winter meeting. This is your
meeting and we would like to make it as relative to
your business as possible. Please let us know what you
want or need to run your business smarter, safer and
more profitable. Email your suggestions to
ohiolica@gmail.com or contact OLICA Event Director
Pat McConnell at tpmc76@yahoo.com or
419.681.3063.

MEMBERSHIP
2023 membership dues notices will be sent out
October 1, 2022, with a due date of October 31, 2022.
Please be looking for your notice in the mail.

Continue to stay healthy and work safely.
Amy Gerten, Executive Director

OLICA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW
CONTRACTOR MEMBER TO OUR ORGANIZATION
Philip Eckinger
Eckinger Construction Company, Canton, OH
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2023 SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATION

WHERE’S DIGGER
Congratulations to Suzanne Sarlouis, R.B.
Stout, Inc. for winning a $50 VISA gift card.
Her name was drawn from the
individuals who found Digger in the last
issue.
Digger is hidden within the pages of this
issue. When you find him send his location
to OLICA’s Executive Director at
ohiolica@gmail.com
by September 30, 2022. Your name will be
entered into the drawing for a $50 VISA gift
card.

The Board of Directors of the Ohio Land
Improvement Contractors Association is pleased
to announce the availability of a limited number
of academic scholarships.
Selected recipients will be awarded a scholarship
to use towards tuition, books, and/or fees.
Awards will be presented in January at our
Annual Meeting at the Ohio LICA Awards
Luncheon. Recipients will be notified and are
invited and highly encouraged to be in
attendance. The scholarship check will be sent
directly to the institution for deposit into the
student’s account.
Applications must be submitted no later than
November 15, 2022.
The link to the scholarship application can be
found at www.olica.org.
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2022 OLICA Summer Picnic
OLICA’s summer picnic was a huge success. There was a bouncy house for the kids, an equipment rodeo, a
delicious meal and ice cream for dessert. Our rodeo winners were Josh Steiner, JN Steiner Excavating, Adrian
Keiper, Keiper Excavating and Hunter Nieman, Nieman Excavating. All those in attendance enjoyed the day. A
HUGE THANK YOU goes to Josh and Grace Steiner for hosting this event at their farm in Marshallville.
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2022 National LICA Summer Meeting
St. Charles, Missouri

Ohio LICA Members at Grants Farm
with Super Bowl Commercial Star Hector

While in St. Louis LICA Members enjoyed a game at Busch Stadium
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Allen County Drainage Installation Field Day

By Vinayak Shedekar and Elizabeth Schwab, The Ohio State University
The Allen County Drainage Installation Field Day was held on Tuesday, August 16th at the OSU Lima campus in
Lima, Ohio. The field demonstrations featured installation of a subsurface drainage system in a 15-acre
agricultural field, and also showcased two conservation drainage practices (saturated buffer and controlled
drainage). A Q&A session was held during lunch.
The event was attended by a total of about 35 visitors and 30+ volunteers from OLICA who helped with the
installation field work. Among the visitors were some recent Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural,
and Environmental Sciences graduates from the Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering department who
were considering starting their own drainage installation business. Other visitors included drainage contractors;
local, state and federal agency employees; OSU faculty and staff; local farmers, and representatives of local
media.
The organizing team included The Ohio State University’s Overholt Drainage Education and Research Program,
Allen County Extension, OSU Lima Campus, and OLICA. The event was supported by First National Bank, Drain
Tile Safety Coalition, Agri Drain, and OLICA’s associate members that included drainage industry partners such
as pipe manufacturers and equipment dealers. We would like to thank all the volunteers, sponsors, and
supporters for helping put together a very successful event.
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OSU Lima Field Day
OLICA would like to THANK our associates who generously supported this field day with donations of
equipment and materials. Another big THANK YOU goes to our contractor members who donated
equipment and labor to complete this project. We would not be able to do this without YOU.
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SEPTEMBER MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
LICA is running a promotion that awards $100 to any existing Contractor Member who recruits a new
Contractor Member during the month of September. There is no limit to the number of new members you
can sign up. Recruit 5 new contractor members, earn $500, recruit 10 new members, earn $1,000. As an
added bonus OLICA’s Board of Directors is offering a reduced contractor registration fee to our upcoming 2023
OLICA Annual Winter Meeting. If a contractor member signs one new member they will receive 50% off
convention registration, sign two or more new members and receive FREE registration. The promotion starts
September 1st and ends September 30, 2022. New member application and payment must be received or
postmarked by midnight on September 30, 2022. If you need more copies of the membership application, it
can be found on OLICA’s website at the bottom of the events tab. You can also contact me and I will email or
send them to you in the mail.

Open to all
Contractor Members
*New member dues must be received or postmarked to OLICA by
midnight on Friday, September 30, 2022
ohiolica@gmail.com | www.olica.org
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Mark your calendars for the 2023 Overholt Drainage School coming to Wooster Ohio
By Vinayak Shedekar and Elizabeth Schwab, The Ohio State University
The 2023 Overholt Drainage School will be held at the Ohio State University ATI campus in Wooster, Ohio
during the OSU Spring break – March 13 to 17. Topics will include Agricultural drainage concepts, design, and
installation, soils and topographic investigation, GPS surveying and machine control, drainage design software,
conservation drainage, and drainage law. If the weather allows, participants will also get to see some of the
recent drainage and conservation drainage projects implemented on Wooster campus.
Visit https://go.osu.edu/ods23 for more details.
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NEW BENEFIT
The Land Improvement Contractors of America is proud to introduce a member exclusive health insurance
program. Plans are effective October 1, 2022 and members can start the process anytime. To start the
process go to www.worldinsurance.com/lica. This link can be found by going to the benefits section on the
National LICA website. The link is also available on Ohio LICA’s website. After clicking the link, you can fill out
the “request for consultation” form and someone will call to walk you through the process. If you scroll
down further on the page there is a step-by-step guide to start the enrollment process so you can skip the
“request for consultation” portion.
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Avoiding Pinch Point Injuries
It is a common misconception that pinch injuries
cannot be serious. In fact, pinch point injuries can be
deadly, and they are one of the most common types of
on-the-job accidents. Pinch point hazards are
particularly difficult to guard against because they are
everywhere. In many cases, they cannot be prevented
by using engineering controls or personal protective
equipment (PPE). Care, caution and alertness on the
job are the best defenses against pinch point injuries.

•

Do not operate machinery without the proper
guarding equipment in place. Guards form a barrier
between pinch points and the points of operation;
therefore, if you need to perform repairs or
adjustments to the guards themselves, replace
them before using the machinery again.

•

Keep your feet firmly planted on surfaces designed
for walking, climbing or standing, and never use
your feet to brace, force or chock objects.

To reduce your risk of pinch point injuries at work,
consider the following safety recommendations:

•

Wear appropriate gloves for the task at hand. They
will serve as protection against injuries, but illfitting gloves may be an additional hazard as they
can get caught in a machine.

•

Follow all lockout/tagout procedures.

•

Secure materials so they cannot fall or roll by
strapping, racking or interlocking them down.

•

Be cautious when handling drums, rebars, rings and
other metal objects.

•

Watch out for rolling hazards.

•

Refrain from wearing jewelry or loose clothing, and
always tie long hair back. These items can
potentially get caught in machines.

•

Know how to turn off equipment immediately in
case of an emergency.

•

•

•

Before beginning your shift or when working with
new equipment, identify potential pinch point
hazards. Analyze objects that have the potential to
move and ask yourself the following questions:
•

“If this part moves, how will it affect me?”

•

“Will my body be in the way of the
movement?”

Identify objects in the workplace that move and
come in contact (or close contact) with fixed
objects.
Be extremely cautious when placing your hands,
fingers or feet between two objects. If you are
within a pinch point, consider alternative ways to
get the task done. If there is no other way to
complete the task, make sure that all moveable
parts are immobilized before continuing to work.

Provided by: Prins Insurance, Inc.
This safety matters flyer is for general informational purposes only, and is not intended as medical or legal advice. © 2007-2010, 2016, 2019
Zywave, Inc. All rights reserved.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OLICA Farm Science Review Field Day • September 20-22, 2022
Molly Caren Ag Center, London, OH
2023 OLICA Annual Winter Meeting • January 3-5, 2023 • Embassy Suites, Dublin, OH
2023 National LICA Winter Convention • March 11-13, 2022
Harrah’s Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV
2023 CONEXPO CON/AGG • March 14-18, 2023 • Las Vegas, NV
2023 Overholt Drainage School • March 13-17, 2023
The Ohio State University ATI Campus, Wooster, OH

New members are always welcome. You can find a membership application on our website at:
http://www.olica.org/about-us.html
To get the most out of your membership take advantage of all the benefits LICA has to offer.
Visit our webpage at www.olica.org for a complete list of benefits.
Make sure to keep up to date on our website and Facebook at:
http://www.olica.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioLandImprovementContractorsofAmerica/
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