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Greetings,
I would like to formally introduce myself as your 2019 OLICA President. My
name is Adam Faeth and I am the owner and operator of A&D Excavating,
LLC. I reside in New Riegel (Seneca County) with my wife, Kristen, and our
three children: Maddie (13), Aiden (11), and Drew (7). For more than a
decade, our family has worked together to grow our business which focuses
on residential dirt work…and specializes in septic systems. We currently have
five employees and work in seven Ohio counties.
At this year’s National Convention, past-President Eric Gerten led our Ohio
Chapter of LICA to the top state award. This was a great honor to all our
membership and set a standard of excellence that I hope to continue. As your
2019 President, I would like to set a goal for OLICA and its members. As an
organization, we should strive to promote the benefits that we offer to our
members and their families…and to continue to expand upon them. OLICA
provides a valuable means for networking within our industry. The
camaraderie is evident at annual field days, training sessions, and the winter
convention; and, this is a valuable tool as we all work to better our trade and
learn from each other as we encounter new technology and changing
legislation.
Beyond the professional aspect, OLICA provides benefits to our
families. Members are given the opportunity to enjoy discounts and group
rates. There are scholarships available for family members who are seeking
higher education. And, OLICA promotes and supports our families as we
come together for the annual summer picnic and meeting—a truly, familyfriendly event. (continued on inside front cover)

So, I challenge you as a member to contribute by
promoting and expanding these great OLICA
benefits. I would encourage you to share any
ideas with board members on ways that we can
improve our services and individual participation
as we continue to explore what OLICA can do for
its members. Please feel free to reach out to me
by phone, e-mail, or US Postal Service. Your
comments are greatly valued.
I look forward to seeing you and your families at
the summer picnic on June 15 for food,
fellowship, fun and games!
th

Warm regards,
Adam Faeth
2019 OLICA President

5872 State Route 587
New Riegel, OH 44853
(419) 934-2220
afaeth74@gmail.com

Hey OLICA members!
Congratulations to Richard Galehouse for
winning a $50 VISA gift card. His name was
drawn from those of the people who found
me in the last issue and sent in my location.
I am back to my old tricks again and you can
win a $50 VISA gift card if you find me
hidden within the pages of this issue. When
you find me, email my pal Ed at
ohiolica@gmail.com. He is the OLICA
Executive Director. Send him my hiding
place by April 31st and he will put your name
in with others that also find me. I will make
sure that everyone has a fair chance in a
random selection.
Good luck!

Digger

2019 OLICA Winter Convention
Twenty-one vendors set up displays on Wednesday night and Thursday morning for the
Trade Show portion of the convention. They were ready to talk to attendees when they could break
away from other activities.

Thank you vendors
for being part of our convention and trade show.
Andrew Insurance Associates
Advanced Drainage Systems (ADS)
Agri Drain
Baughman Tile Co., Inc.
BEG Group LLC
Bobcat Enterprises
Bower’s Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.
BRON
CompManagement
Cook’s AGPS, LLC
Fratco, Inc.
H&S Company, Inc.
Haviland Drainage Products Co.
Hurricane Ditcher
Northland Trenching Equipment LLC
Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co., Inc.
NUPCO, Inc.
Polylok
Prins Insurance Inc./UFG
Schlatters, Inc.
Western and Southern Life
Jon Nelson

Ten speakers shared experience, knowledge and insight with our attendees.
Barry J. Allred, Ph.D., P.E., P.G. is a research agricultural engineer with the USDA/ARS Soil
Drainage Research Unit. He has over 30 years of experience as a hydrologist and geophysicist
working in academia, state/federal government, and in industry. Dr. Allred spoke on the Application
of Drone Technologies for Subsurface Drainage Mapping: Preliminary Results.
Joe Belinsky has a lifetime of working with small business entrepreneurs. He is a Certified Business
Advisor with the Ohio Small Business Development Centers, having worked the past 11 years with
the Center at Kent State University -Tuscarawas. He also has several years in Human Resource
Management. He shared his experience and knowledge about Finding and Retaining productive
Employees.
Julie Biddle is the Owner of FitSimply Marketing Solutions, LLC and a Certified StoryBrand Guide.
With over 12 years of corporate marketing experience inside the building products industry. Julie
focused on how to clarify your message so customers will listen and take action. She also talked
about the effectiveness of social media.
Adam Faeth has been the owner/operator of A & D Excavating LLC. for over 18 years. He has
designed and installed septic systems since 2004. He has a broad knowledge of the business and is
aware of problems and concerns that installers encounter. Adam led a round table discussion about
septic installers concerns, problems, solutions and ideas.
George Gillespie currently serves as a Public Awareness/Services Coordinator with the Ohio Utilities
Protection Service, O.U.P.S. - the “Call Before You Dig” for the state of Ohio. He gave us his annual
update.
Keegan Kult is executive director of the Agricultural Drainage Management Coalition.
Jeff Little, a capable member of James R. Blazer’s team stood in for him and gave us a Workers
Compensation update. James R. Blazer II, is the Regional Business Development Manager for the
Ohio Bureau of Workers Compensation.
Brent Long is a business and sales coach who has worked with executives, small business owners,
professional salespersons and organizational leaders. He gave a very
informative and informational message titled “What’s dirt got to do with it?”
Scott Porter has been a member of the “MOT Team” with the City of
Columbus for 3 years. His primary responsibility is coordinating Maintenance
of Traffic for all public and private projects and special events in the Columbus
right-of-way.
Sankalp Sharma, Ph.D., is
the Assistant Professor of
Agribusiness at Kent State
University Tuscarawas. He
completed his Ph.D. in
agricultural economics from
University of Nebraska, Lincoln, specializing in risk
analysis and farm decision-making. Sankalp
wrapped up the presentation with Investing in the
Futures Market 101.
Dr. Sharma (above), Brent Long (left-right), Julie Biddle (leftcenter) and her husband Sean stopped by the registration area to
visit as they were leaving.

The 2019 OLICA Awards Banquet

The gavel was passed from
Eric Gerten, president, to
Adam Faeth incoming
president.

Terry McConnell received
contractor of the year award.

Dave Schwieterman received
10 year member award.

Terry and Pat McConnell

Bob Featheringill received
35 year member award.

Left to right, Larry Orr, Adam Faeth, Eric Gerten
and Bill Cassidy are show with five of nine
scholarship winners: Chassidy Oatman,
Joseph Metzger, Sarah Galehouse, Morgan
McFarland and Jennifer Schwieterman. Not present
were: Mason Bollenbacher, Kolt Butchenroth,
Taylor Hubert and Adison Niese.

Field day participants: L-R Don Steiner, Paul Andre, Josh Steiner, Jeff
Billenstein,Terry McConnell, Rick Galehouse, Dave Schwieterman, Larry
Orr, Steve Gerten, Doug Schwieterman, Eric Gerten, Adam Faeth

Larry Orr honors the Gerten family with a very special award for their service to OLICA.

OLICA members, spouses and families pose for a picture before heading to the
LICA Winter Convention awards banquet.

Winter LICA Convention
Remote Control Construction
Challenge
Above, future OLICA members show their skills
at the remote control construction challenge.
Pictured (L-R) are Myer Kirian, Tyson Kirian,
Mackinley Gerten and Brant Kirian.

Eric Gerten, far right, teams up with
Associate Prins Insurance for the challenge.
Pictured (L-R) are Bruce Mosier, Jim Jansen and
Dave Van Essen.

OLICA delegation accepting top state award.
Pictured (L-R) Larry Orr, Len Kirian, Steve Gerten, Shawn Kirian,
Louis McFarland, Eric Gerten, Doug Schwieterman

Eric accepts award from
Bob Clark, National Vice-President.

Outgoing National President Mike Cook presenting incoming
National President Nordis Estrem with president's pin

Reminders, Updates and Announcements
The 2019 OLICA Summer Picnic
will be hosted by our president
Adam Faeth
at New Riegel
on
th

June 15 .

Looking ahead to National LICA Conventions and meetings:
2019 National LICA Summer Meeting
Vancouver, Washington, July 9 - 13
Hilton
2020 National LICA Winter Convention
Las Vegas, NV
Dates/Hotel TBA
2020 National LICA Summer Meeting
Niagara Falls, NY July 7 - 11
Sheraton Niagara Falls

Do not forget that a LICA membership opens the door to a variety of benefits. Visit the National LICA
webpage listed above and click on National LICA benefits.

The Latest News from John Peterson
LICA Director of Government Relations

March 27
Rep. Marcia Fudge, the Ohio Democrat who chairs the House Agriculture’s subcommittee on nutrition,
has scheduled a hearing for next Wednesday on USDA’s proposal to make it harder for states to get
waivers from SNAP work requirements. Democrats will go hard after the plan. The question is whether
there will be new information on the SNAP recipients who will be affected.
The Fish and Wildlife Service says it’s still developing a biological opinion required by the
Endangered Species Act on the effects of chlorpyrifos, malathion and diazinon. The statement comes
after a New York Times report Tuesday that said Deputy Interior Secretary David Bernhardt blocked
release of the analysis in late 2017. The draft opinion found that chlorpyrifos would heighten risks for
nearly 1,400 endangered species, malathion for 1,284 species, and diazinon 175 species,
the Times reported. Manufacturers complained that initial EPA evaluations had vastly overstated the
chemicals’ risks to wildlife. The Fish and Wildlife Service said its consultation with EPA “is a highly
complex undertaking” and that it is refining its methodology to incorporate information “on how the
pesticides are actually used to further improve our analysis of how they are authorized by the
label.” House Natural Resources Chairman Raul Grijalva, R-Ariz., says he planned to hold a hearing on
the issue.
Two days of congressional hearings start today on the Colorado River drought contingency plan that
states in the region recently agreed to. The plan for managing the river’s water would forestall federal
government action to restrict water usage. The plan still needs congressional approval. Grijalva said he
hoped to have his panel act quickly on the plan after a hearing on Thursday. He described the plan as an
“interim step” until a broader agreement can be reached on water usage priorities and conservation across
the West. A Senate hearing is set for today.
The son of good friends of ours, Marine LTG David Berger will be getting his 4th star and lead the Marine
Corps. J.C. and Pam Berger are also conservation districts officials in VA and we have often visited at
their home, fished together, and enjoyed each others company. When David was about to get his first star
and was stationed here at the pentagon, he hid a gift car he had for his wife at our home until her birthday,
when he retrieved it and gave it to her. Congratulations to David, JC & Pam, and their entire
family. That’s quite an honor.
March 25
This week, the House Budget Committee will hold hearings to examine two components of President
Trump’s fiscal year (FY) 2020 budget request, which was submitted to Congress earlier this month: the
budget requests for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and the Department of Defense
(DOD). These hearings will give members the opportunity to discuss the budgetary needs of both
agencies against the backdrop of our growing deficits and skyrocketing debt, which recently surpassed
$22 trillion.
HHS Budget Request Hearing. On Tuesday, the Committee will welcome the Department of Health
and Human Services Deputy Secretary Eric D. Hargan to testify on the administration’s HHS FY 2020
budget proposal. The President’s budget proposes a total of $87.1 billion, a 12-percent decrease from the
2019 estimated level, adhering to the discretionary caps as prescribed in the Budget Control Act (BCA).
The budget provides additional discretionary funding for important health crises such as the opioid
epidemic, HIV/AIDs, and childhood cancer. The budget reforms how Medicare reimburses health care
providers and takes steps to reduce rising prescription drug prices.
This hearing will also provide members an opportunity to discuss the important first steps taken in the
President’s budget request to rein in our out-of-control, mandatory spending as well as explore ways to

Steve Gerten needs your help!
National LICA is putting together a PowerPoint slide show showcasing each state's
past field days. This slide show will be shown at the summer meeting in Vancouver,
Washington. If any of you have pictures from any of OLICA's previous field days that
you would like to share please send or email them to Steve Gerten. Please include as
much information as you can about the picture, such as date of event, place of event,
who is in the picture(s), etc. Please have these pictures to Steve no later than May 1,
2019 so they can be compiled and sent to the national office in time to meet their
deadline.
Steve Gerten
8603 Road 5
Leipsic, OH 45856
email: sagerten@bright.net
Thank you in advance for your help in getting these pictures together.

