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A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Greetings,

| hope this newsletter finds each and everyone of you well. Please allow me to
introduce myself. My name is Doug Nieman with Nieman Excavating Company
in Wayne County, Sterling, Ohio. Since being elected to be your 2023 OLICA
Organization President, | know | have some tall boots to fill, as my predecessors
have done an amazing job. Thank you Dave for serving us as our 2022 president.
| have thoroughly enjoyed working with you during my Vice Presidency.

We again held our state winter convention at the beginning of January 2023, and
it was a success and very enjoyable. Thanks to all who participated in this event.
It is great to catch up with everyone. A special thanks to our associates. Pat and
Amy thank you for organizing this special event. All members and associates,
please let us know your input for any changes for future conventions.

Besides the week of Christmas, it has been a fairly mild winter with only a
handful of days, the ground was froze enough to get on to. Hopefully, everyone
caught up in the shop or elsewhere. Spring will be here before we know it, and
things will be back into full swing.

| would like to wish everyone, their families, employees, and co-workers all a
safe and successful year. | would like to personally invite all of you to please
reach out to me or any other board member, with input on any ideas or
concerns to help keep this great organization thriving. We are all called to be
good stewards of this great land in which God has entrusted us with. Take care
of the soil and it will take care of you. Thank you for the honor to serve this
chapter.

Doug Nieman
OLICA President
(330) 466-0882

LICA Vision Statement

LICA will be an effective partner to its members supporting their capability
in assisting landowners and users in the stewardship of our nation’s

precious natural resources by providing leadership and training, improving
communications, promoting sound financial management, and providing
representation to federal, state and local legislative bodies on natural
resource issues.




EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NOTES

OLICA held a successful 2023 Winter Convention this
past January. The convention consisted of a cornhole
tournament, educational seminars, associates night,
awards luncheon and ended with our annual member
meeting. Our annual associates night scholarship
auction was a huge success. We raised $8,850 for our
scholarship fund. Thank you to those who donated
items to the auction and to those who purchased
items. We had a good turnout, but there is always
room for more. Denny Osting, Haviland Drainage, was
elected by the associates to serve as Associate Liaison.
Election of Directors was held at the annual meeting.
Shawn Kirian, Terry McConnell and Dave
Schwieterman were re-elected to serve another three
year term on the board. Doug Niemen will serve as
your President, Nick Bower was elected as Vice-
President and Shawn Kirian was re-elected to serve as
Secretary. Congratulations and thanks to all for your
willingness to serve.

2023 NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING

The 2023 National LICA Summer Meeting will be held
July 11-15, 2023 at The Graduate Hotel, Lincoln,
Nebraska. The Graduate Hotel is in the Historic
Haymarket District, which boasts shops, galleries and a
wide variety of restaurants and bars. The area is very
walkable and consists of beautifully renovated 19th
century brick warehouses. Members will also be close
to many attractions including the University of
Nebraska State Museum, tour the Cornhuskers’
Memorial Stadium, visit the beautiful Sunken Gardens,
Lincoln Children’s Zoo and so much more.
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OSU LIMA BRANCH FIELD DAY

Plans are in the works to hold a field day at the OSU
Lima Branch. As we are still in the planning stages, the
scope of the work and the date are to be determined.
As additional details become available they will be
posted on our website and Facebook pages.

2023 FARM SCIENCE REVIEW FIELD DAY

This year’s Farm Science Review Field Day will be held
September 19-21, 2023 at the Molly Caren Ag Center,
London, OH. We are always in need of volunteers to
help out at the field day, so please mark your
calendar’s now. We cannot have a successful field day
without YOU. Any and all help is greatly appreciated.

2024 OLICA ANNUAL WINTER MEETING
Plans are already underway for our 2024 annual
meeting, which will be held January 2-4, 2024 at the
Embassy Suite, Dublin, OH. We encourage all
members to attend the winter meeting. This is your
meeting, so if you have any topics you would like to
see covered at the meeting please email Event
Director, Pat McConnell at tpmc76@yahoo.com or
myself at ohiolica@gmail.com

THANK YOU for being an Ohio LICA member.

Continue to stay healthy and work safely.
Amy Gerten, Executive Director
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06561 County Rd. 66A
New Bremen, OH 45869

419-629-2259

nupcoplastictubing.com




WHERE'S DIGGER

Congratulations to Emma Overla, grand-
daughter of Paul and Cathy Pullins, Pullins
Drainage & Excavating LLC for winning a $50
VISA gift card. Her name was drawn from
the individuals who found Digger in the last
issue.

Digger is hidden within the pages of this
issue. When you find him send his location
to OLICA’s Executive Director at

ohiolica@gmail.com

by April 15, 2023. Your name will be
entered into the drawing for a $50 VISA gift
card.

COOK'S
/AGPS..

YOUR CONTINUED SOURCE FOR:

/AGPS s

INDUSTRY LEADING FINE GRADE RTK GPS
MACHINE CONTROL SYSTEMS

Now HIRING
INSTALL & SUPPORT
TECHNICIAN

Design and machine control for tile drainage, land leveling and

surface water management needs.

GPS-GNSS RECEIVERS & ANTENNAS
New in 2022 our NovAtel receivers are able to use

% GALILEO & BEIDou satellites for better availability

NowvAtel Bl obstructions like trees.
ASK US HOW YOU CAN SAVE TIME SURVEYING
LESS WITH OUR LIDAR DATA PREP SERVICES

Contact Nate at 989-640-2347 or nate@cookswms.com
Visit our new website at www.cooksagps.com

Your source for Inter-Drain
Plows and Trenchers
Let us help you find the right machine
For your application!
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Check us out on the web: www.northlandtrenching.com

wumuml

Corporate Office:
12929 410%Avenue
Wascca, Mn.56093

Phone: 507- 835-4214

E-Mail: nte@hickorytech.net

4-

renchm
Equipment, L

Eastern Division:
3578 N. State Road 59
Brazil, Indiana 47834
Phone: 812-835-2900




BEYOND DEDICATED.

>WE'RE ALL IN.

You’ve worked hard
to construct a reliable
business.

We're trusted partners equally
committed to protecting your business
and reputation.

INSURANOEm

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA

Visit ufginsurance.com to find an agent today.

© 2023 United Fire & Casualty Company. All rights reserved.

PRINS

INSURANCE

Agre Drain

America’s Most Complete Manufacturer
and Supplier of Water Management Products
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art Drainage System®

Catch Basins

Water Quality Inlets
e

Call for a FREE catalog or visit our website to view our full line of products.

800-232-4742 = 641-742-5211 = www.agridrain.com




WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

CONTRACTOR MEMBERS

Blake Williams Dan Wagner Derek Nicol

Northwest Ohio Farm Drainage Wagner Farm Drainage Nicol Drainage
Ada, OH 45810 Bucyrus, OH 44820 Marysville, OH 43040

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Todd Schaeffer Jerry Frantz Wyatt Kissell
Todd Schaeffer Equipment LLC Meredith Brothers, Inc. Bane-Welker Equipment
Marion, OH 43302 Reynoldsburg, OH 43068 Plain City, OH 43064

AFFILIATE MEMBER

Rick J. Santa
United Fire Group Insurance
Maineville, OH 45039

OON»"

Production starting
in March 2023

for 3, 4, 6, and 8 inch
Drainage Tile.

Dual wall pipe available
now, 4" thru 48”

Fredericktown, OH
24490 263 1682

Marion

.'.:55:":4' FEEN Tile Company ¢
: Filiii




CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Laurel Gomersal, daughter of John & Rebecca Gomersal, J.A.G. Lawn
Maintenance & Landscaping is a student at Samford University,
Birmingham, Alabama. Laurel is working towards her goal of becoming a
professional sport team athletic trainer. She has always dreamed of
being on the sideline of a professional team and having the opportunity
to provide medical care to athletes of such high profile is the perfect

combination.

Gavin Lochard, grandson of Paul & Cathy Pullins, Pullins Drainage &
Excavating is a student at Edison State Community College and will be
transferring to The Ohio State University in the fall to finish his bachelors
degree. Gavin is pursuing a degree in agriculture. His ultimate goal is to
run his own ag business. His grandfather, uncles and parents run their
own businesses and that has shown him that the hard work he puts in

will pay off.

Madelynne McKelvey, granddaughter of Larry & Sue Orr, Orr
Construction is currently attending Youngstown State University and will
be transferring to Aultman College in the fall of 2023, where she plans to
major in Radiography. Her goal is to become a Certified Radiology
Technician. Madelynne has known since she was very young that she

wanted to be in the medical field and work in a top tier hospital.

Joseph Metzger, grandson of Bob & Jan Featheringill, R F Farm Drainage/
Retired is a student at the University of Cincinnati. He is currently a fifth-
year mechanical engineering student and will graduate in the spring of
2023 with a Master’s in Business Administration and a minor in robotics
and automation. Joseph has done two co-op rotations with Siemens

Digital Industries Software and is expecting a full-time offer from them.




CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Nathaniel Metzger, grandson of Bob & Jan Featheringill, R F Farm
Drainage/Retired is a student at the University of Cincinnati majoring
in Electrical Engineering. Nathaniel has interned at Brookside
Laboratories and is currently working at Siemens for his first co-op
rotation. His current goal is to utilize the co-ops to learn more about
Electrical Engineering, which will hopefully lead to a well paying job

upon graduation from college.

Jennifer Tinnerman, daughter of Dave and Carol Schwieterman, Cy
Schwieterman Inc. is a student at the University of Findlay. Jennifer
is currently in her third and final year of graduate school, working
towards obtaining her doctorate in physical therapy. A personal
goal of Jennifer’s is to improve the quality of life in individuals of all
ages. She would like to specialize in pediatrics and help children
with disabilities and after graduation would like to find a job
working in an outpatient clinic closer to her home town.

The LICA Creed

Land, the foundation of the Nation, the basis of all wealth,
the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,
the silent partner of man,

the producer of food, fiber and fuel,
the basis of factories, the foundation of banks.

All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,

and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly
pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land

will be the deciding factor

of his survival.




For over a century, generations of customers have trusted Baughman Tile for their drainage
needs. With the focus on providing the most superior agricultural drainage tile, Baughman

Tile wants to earn your trust. Agricultural drainage is our past,our present and your future.

8516 Road 137 | Paulding, OH 45879 | 800.837.3160 | www.baughmantile.com




2023 OLICA Winter Convention
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1st—Terry Gorman—World Insurance Associates, LLC
Kevin Shimp—Wolfe Heavy Equipment

2nd—Brendan Noggle—Fratco
Paul Liggett—Fratco

3rd—Justin Holmes—Reinhart Ditching & Repair, LLC
Luke Wilker—Nupco, Inc.

Scholarship
Cash Box




2023 OLICA WINTER CONVENTION

Scholarship Winners
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Congratulations Rick Galehouse Outgoing President Dave Passing of the gavel to
for your 50 years of service to the Schwieterman being OLICA’s 2023 President

Overholt Drainage School recognized for his service Doug Nieman
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BRONESSS
www.rwfbron.com mm@ @Hmm

M Five Core Cooling System
exceeds cooling for Tier 4

engine standards AUTO STEER READY
B Quieter Reconfigured Cab
Interior for Operator comfort LOW GROUND PRESSURE
B Standard DL 850 Drainage CAT OR CUMMINS ENGINE
Y Plow increased strength and
durability

B LED Light Package for
increased visibility for those
long days in the field
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B Improved swing mechanism
for the Onboard Reel for
smoother reel speeds and
consistent torque

B Optional hydraulic
rear step raises
out of the way

F .= when plowing

Ei and lowers

when required.

| W Standard
oscillating
track frames.
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CERTIFIED THE BRON
USED EQUIPMENT TOTAL PACKAGE
m Fluid Samples for All Fluids B New & Used Equipment Sales
W 150 Point Machine Inspection W Parts & Service all BRON Products
W Internal Inspection All Drivetrain W Selected All Makes Parts for
Components Construction Equipment
W Required Factory Repairs W Certified Rebuilds on BRON
m New Paint Products
O Factory Tested B Custom Fabrication
W New Certified Serial Number
Assigned
W 6 Month Warranty Assigned

DEALERS THROUGHOUT CANADA & USA

1.800.263.1060 | 519.421.0036 | www.rwfbron.com

BRON is a registered trademark of RWF Industries, a division of Roberts Welding & Fabricating Ltd.
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2023 OLICA WINTER CONVENTION

Educational Seminars

Associates Night

Evapotiranspiration System

EVAPOTRANSPRATION SYSTEMS

REMEMBER TO SPONSOR YOUR ASSOCIATES

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc.
Agri Drain Corporation
American Excelsior Company
Bane-Welker Equipment
Baughman Tile
Bobcat Enterprises, Inc.
Botson Insurance Group, Inc.

Bower’s Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.

BRON
Buckeye Auctions & Remarketing
C & S Solutions
Carry Pumps, Inc.
Columbus Equipment Company
Cook’s AGPS LLC
Environmental Robotic Inspections

Enviroscape ECM, LTD
Evergreen Seed Supply, LLC
EWS Enterprises LLC
Firelands Supply Co
Fratco
Ground Control Erosion Services
Hall Farms
Hardface Technologies
Haviland Drainage Products Co
Marion Tile
Meredith Brothers, Inc.
Mid America Trenchers, LLC
Murphy Tractor & Equipment
Northland Trenching
NUPCO

Ohio CAT
Ohio Utilities Protection Service
Port Industries
Precision Intakes, Ltd
Prins Insurance, Inc.

River Valley Pipe LLC
Schlatters, Inc.
Southeastern Equipment Co., Inc.
Streacker Tractor Sales
Todd Schaeffer Equipment LLC
United Fire Group Insurance
Williams Drainage Supply LLC
Wolfe Heavy Equipment

12
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Inter-Drain

“Excellence by Experience™”

Bower’s Great Lakes Inter-Drain, Inc.

Your Dealer for Inter-Drain Plows, Trenchers and Parts
1912 W McPherson Hwy, Clyde, OH 43410 « 419-547-2379
sales@bowersglid.com ¢ www.greatlakesinterdrain].com

New members are always welcome. You can find a membership application on our website at:
http://www.olica.org/about-us.html

To get the most out of your membership take advantage of all the benefits LICA has to offer.
Visit our webpage at www.olica.org for a complete list of benefits.

Make sure to keep up to date on our website and Facebook at:
http://www.olica.org/

https://www.facebook.com/OhioLandImprovementContractorsofAmerica/




LAYING THE
GROUNDWORK
FOR TOMORROW

Your reputation is on the line with every
job you do. For 100 years, we’ve held
ourselves to the same standard.

When your tomorrow depends on a pipe
you can trust, count on Fratco for the
quality drainage products you need.

FRATCO

FRATCO.COM/100




Safety Matters

Accident Prevention

We all know that safety is important, but do you realize
just how costly a workplace injury can be? When all is
said and done, injuries can cost business owners
hundreds of thousands of dollars. The extra expense to
pay for injuries has a powerfully negative effect to a
company’s bottom line.

Why is profitability also an important issue to you? The
only way that a company can stay in business is to
operate at a profit, and that ability can be threatened
by a serious workplace injury.

The Real Cost of Workplace Injuries

It may be surprising to hear that most companies do
not have a high profit margin—3% is about average.
Expenses take a large chunk of the income, and
competition limits how much we charge for the
products and services we provide.

Each time an accident occurs, the cost of the injury
must be subtracted from profits. Consider the follow-
ing two examples:

e At a 5% profit margin, an extra $20,000 in
sales or income is needed to compensate
for a $1,000 injury.

o If the profit margin is nearer to 1%, an
additional $100,000 worth of hew income
is necessary to maintain that profit level for
the same injury.

As you can see, each adds up to a lot of extra sales just
to compensate for a single injury. Plus, every time a
worker gets hurt on the job, other employees are
affected too. You may need to work extra hours to
make up for lost production, the cost of insurance can
go up, or the company may be forced to make difficult
budget decisions such as cutting hours or jobs.

Also, recovering from an injury can mean time away
from work, reduced compensation, painful
rehabilitation and frustrating adjustments to daily life.

Practice Prevention

Though operating at a profit is essential to your
success, your top priority is to keep your employees
safe and healthy. That’s why we are counting on you to
help practice good safety principles. Safe work
behavior will contribute directly to your bottom line as
well as to everyone’s job security. By observing safety
precautions, we can limit on-the-job accidents.

It is always wiser to spend a bit more time doing the
job safely than to risk getting a serious injury. Be sure
to always follow safety guidelines and stay alert for
unsafe conditions. Think of practicing good safety as
both pain-free and profitable—a win-win situation for
everyone!

,?RIN s Provided by: Prins Insurance, Inc.

INSURANCE Zywave, Inc. All rights reserved.

This safety matters flyer is for general informational purposes only, and is not intended as medical or legal advice. © 2007-2010, 2014, 2019



We keep families farming.

At ADS, we manufacture and supply innovative and cost-effective agriculture water

quality solutions you can rely on to ensure you effectively manage stormwater,
while protecting our waterways.

Since 1887, ADS has been committed to serving farm families and the local
community through our Findlay manufacturing plant.

ADS drainage solutions help:

* Improve yields and increase farmable acres
* Invigorate soil health
* Invest for the future

To learn more about ADS water management solutions please visit: adspipe.com.
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Digital apprenticeship

in your pocket.

LICA members get a
free trial of our
cutting edge
software

Putting the training room in the field for
thousands of front line, blue collar workers

o lyear of free toolbox talk topics

o Free safety programaudit
o 10% discount on software

CLASSROOM-TO-CAREER
PATHWAY
- Virtual Trades
Education, 24-7
- Project Based
Micro Learning
- Work-Based
Learning Model

- Streamline Communication
and Operations Workflows
- Manage Projects with
Less Risk
- Gain Transparency on
Job Sites

REDUCE PROJECT WASTE

- Reduce the Number of
Accidents and Deaths
- Risk Mitigation and
Loss Control
-Reduce Insurance
Premiums

www.cahilltech.com

LANCASTER SAFETY CONSULTING, INC.

Now Partnering with

A3]\ y
oE

. NATIONWIDE OS

HA COMPLIANCE ' =

~ Keeping Employees Safe and Your Business OSHA Compliant
s ] =Sk

Tailor an OSHA Compliant Safety Program to Fit YOUR Company!

LICA Members Receive a 10% Discount

Services Overview

Onsite Safety & Health Training

Our experienced trainers are located nationwide
(CSPs, retired OSHA Officials, OSHA Outreach
Trainers and more!) and will conduct OSHA train-
ing that is applicable to your company. A training
certificate can be issued upon completion.

Online OSHA Training Center

Looking to accommodate multiple shifts, new
hires or remote employees? Our Online OSHA
Training Center is the most convenient way to
complete Safety & Health Training for your busi-
ness.

Safety & Health Consulting

You will have the support of our consulting team
to answer any occupational safety and health
questions you may have and offer guidance.

Client Portal Resources

Enjoy having immediate access to safety check-
lists, toolbox talks, webinars, newsletters, safety
committee discussions, recordkeeping help, safe-
ty Q&A, articles, posters, and other resources.

Custom Written Programs
LSCI will work with your company to create cus-
tom written safety and health programs based on
your industry, hazard exposure, and in accor-
dance to OSHA'’s standards.

Mock OSHA Inspections

Our highly qualified safety professional will come
to identify hazards in your workplace, observe
safety practices, and issue a report of their find-
ings.

OSHA Inspection Assistance

If your company is cited by OSHA, we can assist
with the OSHA abatement process and provide
representation at OSHA informal conferences.
We've handled hundreds of cases!

Contractor Prequalification

We can help bring your company’s safety and
health program up to their standards by providing
written programs, training and filling in any gaps.
We work with: *ISNetworld®, Ver- iforceTM, Avet-
taTM (formerly PICS) and Comply- Works. *IS-
Networld® is a registered trademark of the ISN
Software Corporation.

For more information contact:
Al Osche: 412-752-6387
Albert.Osche@lancastersafety.com

LSCI’

Lancaster Safety Consulting, Inc.
www.LancasterSafety.com
888-403-6026
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J NEW SAFETY
BENEFITS

AQUIRE: CONTRACTOR
TRAINING

CUSTOM OSHA COMPLIANT
SAFETY PROGRAM

SPOTCAST: THE VIDEO STICKER

Check them out at
olica.org
or
licanational.com

The Video Sticker

QR Code stickers that are unique to each company are ordered from SaferMe.
Once the SpotCast stickers arrive, the user follows an easy three step process:

1. Stick 2.Record

The QR Code Sticker is
then scanned,

and the user is
prompted to record
their video.

3. Watch

The sticker is placed
on any piece of
equipment orinany
important location

The video is then uploaded to
the QR Code. The next time
someone scans the SpotCast
sticker, the recorded video
will play on the users’ phone.

SpotCasts can be updated with new videos at any time, and
the stickers are durable, waterproof, sun-proof and tear-proof

/10 SpotCast Stickers Free
for all LICA Members

Learn more at
www.spotcast.co

Call: 512 -846-3011
Email: lica@safer.me



Take Earthmoving Above & Beyond

w—-For-more than 60 years, Ashland Industries has built scrapers
to help you achieve, grow, and do more. We offer options for
any job and you can trust us to deliver performance, toughness,
versatility, and value.

See Colby GoodWinToday!
PLAIN CITY, OH

13275 US Rt 42
740.363.1341

A\ ASHLAND CASE i

www.Bane-Welker.com B By




IT HAPPENED T0 HIM.
IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU.

Watch online at ThreeSecondsLater.org

Watch the award-winning, first-person
account of a tragic drain tile accident and
its impact on a close-knit community.

O]
Sl @ SCANTO
fo WATCH FILM

Always Contact 811 or clickbeforeyoudig.com
hefore starting any drain tile project.

o e
g g;?:g%%ulifion FARM SAFE @

© 2022 Drain Tile Safety Coalition




OHIO LAND IMPROVEMENT
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
8603 Road 5

Leipsic, OH 45856
ohiolica@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

2023 National LICA Winter Convention ¢ March 11-13, 2023
Harrah’s Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, NV

2023 CONEXPO CON/AGG * March 14-18, 2023 e Las Vegas, NV

2023 Overholt Drainage School ¢ March 13-17, 2023
The Ohio State University ATI Campus, Wooster, OH

2023 National LICA Summer Meeting ¢ July 11-15, 2023
The Graduate Hotel, Lincoln, NE

2023 OLICA Summer Picnic  Date TBD
2023 OSU Lima Branch Field Day ¢ Date TBD

OLICA Farm Science Review Field Day ® September 19-21, 2023
Molly Caren Ag Center, London, OH

2024 OLICA Annual Winter Meeting ¢ January 2-4, 2024 e Embassy Suites, Dublin, OH
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