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Greetings All:
My name is Dave Schwieterman with Cy Schwieterman, Inc located in west
central Ohio and I have been given the opportunity to be the next president of
OLICA. I, along with the Board of Directors will do our best to guide your
organization in 2022. The Board of Directors are here not only to guide OLICA
but also to serve you, the members. If you have any comments or suggestions,
feel free to contact myself, Amy, or any board member. We look forward to
hearing from you.
We had our winter convention in early January and although we had a decent
attendance, we always have room for more attendees. If you haven’t attended a
convention in a while, please consider coming to the next one to at least see
what the OLICA has to offer for you. You can meet up with old friends as well as
make new friends. I would like to thank both Pat McConnell and Amy Gerten for
putting together a great program at the past convention in January. If you have
any suggestions for next year’s convention, please let them know so they can
look into adding it to the schedule.
Spring is fast approaching and is just around the corner. I am sure everyone is
looking forward to getting back to a consistent work schedule. Hopefully the
weather this spring will cooperate for both us and the farmers for whom we rely
so much on. The material supply shortage seems to have eased a little but some
equipment still seems hard to be able to locate and buy. That along with the
labor shortage has put a strain on us all but we have gone thru worse and came
back stronger.
I hope that you, your employees, and your families have a great and blessed year
in 2022. Thanks for being a valued member of OLICA.
Thanks and be safe,
Dave Schwieterman, OLICA President

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NOTES
OLICA held a successful 2022 Winter Convention this past
January. The convention consisted of a cornhole
tournament, educational seminars, associates night,
awards luncheon and ended with our annual member
meeting. Our annual associates night scholarship auction
was a huge success. We raised $9,105 for our
scholarship fund. Thank you to those who donated items
to the auction and to those who purchased items. We
had a good turnout and everyone was excited to be there
in person. Election of Directors was held at the annual
meeting. New directors elected were Nick Bower and
Dan Thiel. They replace outgoing directors Larry Orr and
Doug Schwieterman. Josh Steiner was re-elected to
another term. We want to thank Larry and Doug for
their dedicated service and welcome Nick and Dan to the
board.

Bugatti’s Steak & Pasta, Falcon Diner and more. Let’s not
forget about the gaming for adults and kids. Hi-Vi Arcade
has the latest video games, air hockey and prizes to keep
the little ones busy. For the over 21 crowd, the casino is
where you want to be. There are a variety of tables and
slots to play as well as a poker room. The guest rooms
are all suites with a small living area and large bathrooms. The Ameristar is on the Missouri River, just a
short drive to downtown St. Louis. If you don’t feel like
traveling to a large city take the free trolley to the quaint
town of St. Charles just a couple of miles down the road.
There you will find adorable shops and restaurants to
visit. The ladies committee has generously donated up to
$1,500 for children's activities at the summer meeting, so
bring the family and join LICA members from all over the
country for a fun filled time in Missouri.

The 2022 National LICA convention that was held last
month in San Antonio was a huge success. Pre-tours
included the San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo, which
featured a Brad Paisley concert at the conclusion of the
rodeo and a trip to Fredericksburg and National Museum
of the Pacific War. To raise money for the national
scholarship fund, the ladies committee conducted a
purse silent auction that raised over $4,200 to be used
for scholarships. The ladies committee voted to increase
the number of scholarships awarded from 8 to 10, with
the ladies committee picking up the cost to fund the
additional scholarships. If you have never attended a LICA
event you should seriously consider doing so.

2022 FARM SCIENCE REVIEW FIELD DAY
This year’s Farm Science Review Field Day will be held
September 20-22, 2022 at the Molly Caren Ag Center,
London, OH. We are always in need of volunteers to help
out at the field day, so please mark your calendar’s now.
We cannot have a successful field day without YOU. Any
and all help is greatly appreciated.

2023 OLICA ANNUAL WINTER MEETING
Plans are underway for our 2023 annual meeting, which
will be held January 3-5, 2023 at the Embassy Suites ,
Dublin, OH. We encourage all members to attend the
winter meeting. This is your meeting, so if you have any
topics you would like to see covered at the meeting,
please let us know.

2022 NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING

The 2022 National LICA Summer Meeting will be held July
12-16, 2022 at the Ameristar Casino, Resort & Spa, St.
THANK YOU for being an Ohio LICA member.
Charles, Missouri. The resort has so much to offer
without leaving the building. There are more than 5
Continue to stay healthy and work safely.
restaurants onsite including: Amerisport Bar & Grill,
Amy Gerten, Executive Director
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WHERE’S DIGGER
Congratulations to Catherine Pullins, Pullins
Drainage and Excavating, LLC for winning a
$50 VISA gift card. Her name was drawn
from the individuals who found Digger in
the last issue.
Digger is hidden within the pages of this
issue. When you find him send his location
to OLICA’s Executive Director at
ohiolica@gmail.com
by April 30, 2022. Your name will be
entered into the drawing for a $50 VISA gift
card.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Taylor Hubert, daughter of William & Stephanie Hubert, Hubert’s
Landscaping, is a senior biology major with a psychology minor at
Clarkson University, Potsdam, New York. When Taylor finishes her
undergraduate degree in biology, she plans to obtain a graduate
doctorate degree in physical therapy. She has applied to doctorate
of physical therapy programs and has received acceptances from
Clarkson University and Cleveland State University.

Nathaniel Metzger, grandson of Bob & Jan Featheringill, R F Farm
Drainage, graduated from Wapakoneta High School in May 2021
with a 4.0 GPA. Nathaniel received a score of 33 on his ACT and is
currently attending the University of Cincinnati majoring in electrical
engineering. His goal is to work in the energy sector and provide
more efficient energy for the country.

Adam Niese, son of Ken and Tina Niese, Crawford Drainage, will
graduate from Shelby High School in May, 2022. While in high
school he has been taking College Credit Plus classes at The Ohio
State University/ Mansfield branch and plans to attend The Ohio
State University in Columbus and major in accounting. His long term
goal is to earn his law degree and specialize in agriculture so he can
help many other farmers like the ones he grew up around.

Jennifer Schwieterman, daughter of Dave and Carol Schwieterman,
Cy Schwieterman Inc., is a student at the University of Findlay. She
is currently in her second year of graduate school, working towards
obtaining her doctorate in physical therapy. Jennifer has always
wanted to help people and physical therapy will allow her to help
people become more mobile, possibly prevent surgery and help
them improve their quality of life. She would like to specialize in
pediatrics and help children with disabilities.
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OLICA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW
MEMBERS TO OUR ORGANIZATION
Regular Contractor Member
Heath Wooley
Wooley Excavating
Pickerington, OH

Associate Members
Kevin Shimp
Wolfe Heavy Equipment
Strathroy, ON NG7 3H7 Canada
Jeff Lentz
Buckeye Online Equipment Auctions, LLC,
Troy, OH

ANNOUNCEMENT-News Release: Recent Report Released by the Ohio EPA
Under the H2Ohio Technology Assessment Program, Tetra Tech conducted an independent evaluation of
Automated Drainage Water Management (ADWM) as one of the ten most promising technologies that could be
used to address Harmful Algal Blooms in Lake Erie. The goal of the evaluation was to provide an assessment of
the potential effectiveness, implementation, readiness, and cost of deploying ADWM.
The January 2022 report, released by Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, highlights the benefits of ADWM
and financial assistance available from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).
ADWM is a conservation practice that allows a farmer to control the outlet height of a tile drainage system to
conserve water for when it is needed by a crop and to limit nutrient loss when subsurface drainage is not
needed. As stated in the report, “Automated drainage water management (ADWM) applied in a conservation
systems approach offers great promise to improve both the environmental performance of agriculture and farm
economic viability in tile-drained landscapes”.
The full news release can be found on the following website:
http://www.ecoexch.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/News-Release-Automated-Drainage-WaterManagement-Assessed-as-a-Promising-Technology-to-Improve-Farm-Economic-Viability-and-EnvironmentalPerformance.pdf
The final report on Automated Drainage Water Management (ADWM), can be found on the following website:
http://www.ecoexch.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/H2Ohio-Technology-Assessment-Final-Report-ADWMJan-2022-and-Transmittal.pdf
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Hand Protection
Of the many tools that we have available, our hands are
the most valuable. They provide us with the dexterity
necessary to perform precise maneuvers that even the
most advanced technology cannot replicate. Even the
simplest tasks are difficult for a person that does not
have full use of his or her hands.

Be Cautious of Sharp Objects
Utilize the correct safety procedures when handling
knives, box cutters and other sharp objects. Never
attempt to pick up broken glass, nails or other sharp
objects not meant for handling with bare hands; always
use appropriate gloves or a broom.

Many everyday tasks put your hands at risk. Hand
injuries on the job are quite common, but many are
preventable. There are many things you can do to keep
your hands safe, and here are a few of the most
common.

Remove Rings
No matter how much sentimental value they carry, rings
put your hands in grave danger on the job. They can very
easily catch on machinery and other objects, resulting in
lacerations, amputations or broken bones. Always
remove rings before beginning work.

Make Use of Machine Guards
Never operate machinery that does not have a working
guard to protect your hands. Always use a lockout device
on machinery when you have to reach into it for any
reason. Immediately replace guards when you remove
them. When safety guards are missing from machinery,
hands, fingers and arms can easily be caught, amputated
or crushed.

Stay Alert for Pinch Points
When using your hands to move an object, whether it is
on a hand truck or you are carrying it, be sure your path
is wide enough for you to move through safely before
you start the job. When you set a heavy object down, be
aware of the placement of your hands. Always be alert
for possible pinch points.

Wear Gloves
Always protect your hands by wearing work gloves when
handling rough materials or performing operations
where you are using your hands to lift or move objects.
An Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA) study revealed that 70 percent of workers
experiencing hand injuries were not wearing gloves. The
remaining 30 percent were making use of damaged,
inadequate or inappropriate types of gloves for the job.
Choose the right gloves for the task and inspect them
thoroughly before use.

Speak Up
If you are unsure about the type of gloves to wear to
adequately protect yourself, or if you have any other
issues regarding the protection of your hands on the job,
talk to your supervisor. At Ohio Land Improvement
Contractors Association, your safety is our first priority.

Provided by: Prins Insurance, Inc.
This safety matters flyer is for general informational purposes only, and is not intended as medical or legal advice. © 2007-2010, 2016, 2019 Zywave, Inc. All rights
reserved.
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2022 OLICA Winter Convention

1st—Roger Lewis & Tanner Peterson
C & S Solutions
2nd—Alex Eddy & Dustin Pumphrey
Orr Construction, Inc.
3rd—Elli Murray & Phil Lyons
Machinery Trader

Members lining up to get their auction bid cards

A
U
C
T
I
O
N
I
T
E
M
S

10

2022 OLICA Winter Convention

Members visiting with Associates

Farm Science Review Field Day Volunteers

Passing of the gavel to incoming OLICA
President Dave Schwieterman

Bill Cassidy being recognized for
his years of service to OLICA
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LICA Vision Statement
LICA will be an effective partner to its members supporting their capability in assisting
landowners and users in the stewardship of our nation’s precious natural resources by

providing leadership and training, improving communications, promoting sound financial
management, and providing representation to federal, state and local legislative bodies on
natural resource issues.
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The LICA Creed
Land, the foundation of the Nation, the basis of all wealth,
the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,
the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,
the basis of factories, the foundation of banks.
All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,
and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly
pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land
will be the deciding factor
of his survival.
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2022 National LICA Winter Convention

LICA members dressed up in their 80’s attire for Associates Night
San Antonio Riverwalk

Ohio’s representation at the Delegates’ Meeting
Ohio LICA members in attendance at the convention

Comedian Josh Sneed entertaining
members at the Caterpillar Awards Banquet

Bob Clark passing the president’s pin to Chris Wagner
16
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OLICA Summer Picnic • TBD
2022 National LICA Summer Meeting • July 12-16, 2022
Ameristar Casino, Resort & Spa • St. Charles, MO
OLICA Farm Science Review Field Day • September 20-22, 2022
Molly Caren Ag Center, London, OH
2023 OLICA Annual Winter Meeting • January 3-5, 2023 • Embassy Suites, Dublin, OH

New members are always welcome. You can find a membership application on our website at:
http://www.olica.org/about-us.html
To get the most out of your membership take advantage of all the benefits LICA has to offer.
Visit our webpage at www.olica.org for a complete list of benefits.
Make sure to keep up to date on our website and Facebook at:
http://www.olica.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioLandImprovementContractorsofAmerica/
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