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I hope that this message finds you in good health. Winter is definitely behind us
and spring is almost over. It is the middle of May and we are getting some of the
ever-changing Ohio weather. The highs were 50 degrees last week and now they
are in the mid 80’s this week. The rain finally has held off for more than 7 days so
the area farmers have been getting started on planting their crops. It has been a
tough spring for everyone trying to get jobs completed with all the rain we been
having. Things get hectic when we are in a hurry this time of year so remember
to be safe.
Work seems to be plentiful yet. Crop prices have been steadily rising but so has
everything else. Fuel prices and labor issues are two of the biggest factors
affecting our ability to get our work completed. We will just need to adjust
accordingly and make the most out of it.
Three opportunities are coming up this summer that can help both yourself and
OLICA. The first one is the National LICA Summer Board meeting in Missouri. It is
scheduled for the middle of July at the Ameristar Casino. The National always
comes up with a good schedule of events that week and this year looks to be no
different. The second is a field day at the Ohio State University branch campus in
Lima. This will occur the first part of August. The third event is the annual field
day at the Farm Science Review in London, Ohio. Steve Gerten is heading up
both field days. Steve is always looking for help with the field days. More
information to follow in this newsletter.
This is your organization, so try to make the most use out of it. One can help out
at the field days, attend the meetings, recruit a new member, or take advantage
of the many benefits that the National LICA has to offer. If you have questions,
feel free to contact us.
Thanks, and as always, be safe,
Dave Schwieterman, OLICA President

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S NOTES
United Fire Group and Prins held their Annual State LICA
Insurance Program meeting April 5-6 in Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. OLICA Event Director, Pat McConnell represented
Ohio at the meeting. The event started with a fun filled
evening where directors from all over the country
gathered and participated in a team building cooking
class featuring appetizers, beer, wine, dinner and
dessert. During the business portion of the meeting
those in attendance received program updates as well
as highlights on the insurance program’s growth and
performance compared
to the previous year.
During the meeting
UFG and Prins Insurance
made a donation
towards OLICA’s
education fund. Thank
you UFG and Prins for
all you do for our
organization and we
look forward to
continuing our working
relationship well into
Pat McConnell, third from right,
the future.

Meeting Registration. There is also youth pricing for
each tour. Early Bird Registration and the cut off date to
reserve your hotel room for the convention rate of $175
per night is June 17, 2022. Calling on or before the
deadline does not guarantee you will get in the room
block so make your reservations TODAY.

There are numerous LICA events happening over the
next few months. The OLICA Summer Picnic will be held
on June 25, 2022 at the Josh and Grace Steiner Farm in
Marshallville, Ohio. The 2022 National LICA Summer
Meeting will be held July 12—16, 2022 in St. Charles
Missouri. Ohio LICA will be holding a field day at the OSU
Lima Branch on August 9, 2022. The 2022 Farm Science
Review Field Day will be held September 20-22, 2022.

2023 OLICA ANNUAL WINTER MEETING

OSU LIMA BRANCH FIELD DAY
We have added a second field day to our schedule this
year. This field day will be held on August 9, 2022 at The
Ohio State University Lima Branch Campus. The focus of
the field day will be on drainage installation. We will be
installing tile on approximately 20 acres. We will be in
need of volunteers to help out at this field day so please
email me at ohiolica@gmail.com if you are able to help
out at this field day.

2022 FARM SCIENCE REVIEW FIELD DAY
This year’s Farm Science Review Field Day will be held
September 20-22, 2022 at the Molly Caren Ag Center,
London, OH. We are always in need of volunteers to help
out at the field day, so please mark your calendar’s now.
We cannot have a successful field day without YOU. Any
and all help is greatly appreciated.

enjoying the cooking class

Plans are underway for our 2023 annual meeting, which
will be held January 3-5, 2023 at the Embassy Suites,
Dublin, OH. We encourage all members to attend the
winter meeting. This is your meeting, so if you have any
topics you would like to see covered at the meeting,
please let us know.

THANK YOU for being an Ohio LICA member.

2022 NATIONAL LICA SUMMER MEETING

The 2022 National LICA Summer Meeting will be held July
Continue to stay healthy and work safely.
12-16, 2022 at the Ameristar Casino, Resort & Spa, St.
Amy Gerten, Executive Director
Charles, Missouri. This year’s meeting is all about family
fun. Youth ages 13 and under receive FREE Summer
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WHERE’S DIGGER
Congratulations to Coretha Rozendaal,
Precision Intakes for winning a $50 VISA gift
card. Her name was drawn from the
individuals who found Digger in the last
issue.

OLICA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW
MEMBERS TO OUR ORGANIZATION
Regular Contractor Members

Digger is hidden within the pages of this
issue. When you find him send his location
to OLICA’s Executive Director at

Chris Walter
BET LTD
Marietta, OH

ohiolica@gmail.com

Chris Wilson
Belmont Aggregates
Bridgeport, OH

by June 30, 2022. Your name will be
entered into the drawing for a $50 VISA gift
card.

Don Moore Excavating LLC
Richmond, OH
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The 2022 Overholt Drainage School was a success! Special thanks to OLICA!
By Vinayak Shedekar and Elizabeth Schwab, Dept. of Food, Agricultural and Biological Engineering, The
Ohio State University (Contact: shedekar.1@osu.edu)
The 2022 Overholt Drainage School (go.osu.edu/drainageschool22) was held from March 14 – 18, 2022 at The
Ohio State University’s Lima campus. This year’s School had 55 attendees and featured contributions from about
30 instructors, including 10 OLICA volunteers. The training consisted of panel discussions, hands-on activities and
team exercises, and lectures. Topics included soils basics and topographic investigation, drainage design and
installation, conservation drainage, drainage law, GPS surveying and machine control, and drainage design
software.
A highlight of the event was Wednesday’s OLICA Contractor Panel and Q&A session. The drainage school
participants clearly benefited from the insights shared by the experienced OLICA members with a wealth of
hands-on drainage experience. Post-event survey feedback indicated that attendees viewed the opportunities to
learn from and connect with contractors and other knowledgeable industry professionals as one of the best
features of the program. This feedback clearly illustrates the important role that OLICA plays in ensuring the
success of the school.
This year, we celebrated Rick Galehouse's 50th anniversary with the Overholt Schools. Just like his father,
International Drainage Hall of Fame inductee, Fred Galehouse, Rick has provided invaluable service to the
program by teaching over 1500 students in the past 50yrs! Please join us in congratulating Rick for his lifetime
commitment and service to the drainage education, industry, and the OLICA!
Please mark your calendars for next year’s Drainage School, which will be held from March 13 – 17, 2023. Visit
go.osu.edu/drainageschool23 for more information. We hope to see even more OLICA members at next year’s
event, and we thank you again on behalf of the Overholt Drainage Education and Research Program for helping
to make this year’s event a great one!
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Defensive Driving—Accident Prevention
The formula for defensive driving is to see the hazard,
understand the defense and act in time.

What do you think the approaching vehicle will do
and how would you react?

Why is Defensive Driving Important?
Understanding and effectively applying this formula
prevents accidents in spite of the actions of other drivers
or the presence of adverse driving conditions. A good
defensive driver must be able to anticipate the outcome
of traffic situations so that he or she can act in time to
prevent an accident.
Let’s take a closer look at the standard accident
prevention formula and how it can be applied to
everyday driving situations.
See the Hazard
Constantly scan the road ahead of you and check your
mirrors. Think about what may happen as far in advance
as possible. Never assume that a hazardous condition
will have passed before you reach it. Consider the
following scenarios:
• You see an approaching vehicle starting to pass
another car. It looks like they will complete the pass
in plenty of time, but you are not really sure. Think
about your defense.
•

•

Of course, there are countless more possibly dangerous
scenarios, so look beyond the bumper of the vehicle in
front of you and stay alert for any situation that could
potentially develop into an accident.
Understand the Defense
There are specific ways to handle most hazardous
situations on the road. When you anticipate a hazard,
you are able to review the situation in your mind and
visualize your defense so that when the time comes, you
are able to act quickly enough to prevent an accident.
Preparation is key. If you have planned for various
scenarios, you will feel comfortable when faced with
them.
In an emergency situation, do not panic. Stay calm and
continue to visualize the defensive action you will take
to minimize damage.
Act in Time
Once you see the hazard and decide upon a defense, act
immediately. Never assume that the condition will clear
up. The sooner you act the more time you will have to
avoid an accident.

You see a vehicle on the shoulder of the road—you
can't see the driver anywhere outside the vehicle.
What if the door of the vehicle is opened as you pass Defensive driving is not easy. You must constantly strive
to improve your observation and coordination skills by
the vehicle? What would you do?
scanning the road and concentrating on potentially
You are traveling along a residential street. The
hazardous situations. Seeing the hazard, knowing the
vehicle approaching is a convertible with its top
defense and acting in time can mean saving lives; yours
down. On the same side of the street you see a lawn and those of the drivers around you.
sprinkler that is spraying water onto the roadway.
Provided by: Prins Insurance, Inc.
This safety matters flyer is for general informational purposes only, and is not intended as medical or legal advice. © 2007-2010, 2016, 2019
Zywave, Inc. All rights reserved.
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The LICA Creed
Land, the foundation of the Nation, the basis of all wealth,
the heritage of the wise, the thrifty and prudent,
the poor man’s joy and comfort,
the silent partner of man,
the producer of food, fiber and fuel,
the basis of factories, the foundation of banks.
All that man builds is from the land.
We often take it for granted, or even abuse it,
and yet many unthinkingly and unknowingly
pass the land by.
What man finally does with the land
will be the deciding factor
of his survival.
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OSU needs your help in getting some of the latest custom drainage installation rates. These
will be used for putting together farm enterprise budgets by OSU Extension. Feel free to
contact Vinakay Shedekar (shedekar.1@osu.edu) or Barry Ward (ward.8@osu.edu) if you
have more questions/concerns before filling these out. Mailing information is included at the
bottom of the survey.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OLICA Summer Picnic • June 25, 2022
2022 National LICA Summer Meeting • July 12-16, 2022
Ameristar Casino, Resort & Spa • St. Charles, MO
OSU Lima Branch Field Day • August 9, 2022
OLICA Farm Science Review Field Day • September 20-22, 2022
Molly Caren Ag Center, London, OH
2023 OLICA Annual Winter Meeting • January 3-5, 2023 • Embassy Suites, Dublin, OH

New members are always welcome. You can find a membership application on our website at:
http://www.olica.org/about-us.html
To get the most out of your membership take advantage of all the benefits LICA has to offer.
Visit our webpage at www.olica.org for a complete list of benefits.
Make sure to keep up to date on our website and Facebook at:
http://www.olica.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OhioLandImprovementContractorsofAmerica/
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